spleen is enlarged, and the urine may be found to contain bile pigment, leucin, and tyrosin; a quantitative estimation of the urea will find it diminished to 1 per cent, or less.
The association of coma with jaundice, vomiting, diminution of the liver dulness, leucin and tyrosin in the urine, and a diminution in the amount of urea constitutes a group of symptoms which point in the most unmistakable manner to a diagnosis of acute yellow atrophy of the liver.
The following is a typical case: A woman aged twenty-six was admitted into hospital on December 22 on account of convulsions and coma, which had followed her sixth confinement.
She had been married eight years, and had five children, one of whom died when six weeks old. Since her marriage she had worked at times as an office cleaner, but had never followed any occupation in which she had had to handle phosphorus. All the confinements with the exception of the last had been easy. On December 10 she first noticed pain in her back, and during the next few days she suffered from indigestion. On December 14 she gave birth to a girl. Unconsciousness Sections examined under the microscope showed extensive necrosis of the hepatic cells.
